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Upcoming Events
LHS online courses:

 Our Next Topic
Children's Historic Adventures
in Reading begins February 12

 Museum Speaker Series:
Shayne Davidson VIRTUAL, February
12, at 7 p.m.

Museum Re-openings:
2/12 - Lewes History Museum
Thurs. - Sat., 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
2/12 - Ryves Holt House Store &
Information Center
Thurs. - Sat., 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Spotlight on
Membership
The LHS Development Committee has been
working on a redesign of membership categories
for 2021, and more exciting details of these will be
announced in Q1 of 2021. However, one aspect of
this redesign is that we will be transitioning to
quarterly renewal date for membership, rather than
the current monthly renewals we have been
administering hitherto. The good news is that to
implement this quarterly process we are extending
the renewal period next year for many members.
What this means is that those of you with an annual
renewal date in January, February, and March will
have their renewal date extended to April 1, 2021.
You will receive your renewal notice on 1st March
2021, one month in advance of the effective date of
1st April 2021. Similarly, members with renewals
due in April, May, and June 2021 will renew on

t

A Christmas Tour of
Lewes: Wrap-up
The Christmas House Tour of Lewes was
presented online for the first time in our 47-year
history of this signature event. It was very well
received and many thanks to Jeff West who
organized the tours and directed the filming/editing
and Sue Ingram Keller who acted as liaison with
the homeowners. 

Here is Sue Ingram's take on the House Tour: 
 
Wow! Bert and I watched the Christmas House
Tour tonight and we were totally blown away! What
a triumph! Each of you so clearly put so much love
and attention into decorating your homes for this
holiday extravaganza and then our amazing
videographer, Jordan, worked his own special
magic into showcasing each of the homes to their
best advantage. Michael’s narration was pitch-
perfect, the bird’s eye drone views of our wonderful

https://www.historiclewes.org/education/online-courses.html
https://www.historiclewes.org/education/online-courses.html
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https://www.historiclewes.org/programs/museum-speaker-series.html
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1st July, those in July, August, and September will
renew on 1st October, and October, November, and
December renewals will defer until 1st January
2022. (In each case renewal reminders will be sent
one month prior to the new quarterly renewal
date.) 
For the Society this shift represents a more efficient
approach to our membership administration, which
comes with the attendant cost savings and in turn
benefits all of us. Thank you so much for your
continued support as members, and all of us on the
Development Committee wish all of you the very
best.

 Peter Keeble
Member, Lewes Historical Society Board of
Trustees
Phone 571 230 3164
peterwkeeble@outlook.com

Lewes were stunning, and Libby and Jim’s
introductory words were spot on. The whole thing
was created with professionalism, a warm holiday
spirit, and a tantalizing sneak peek into the magic
that is Lewes.
 
Thank you all so much for all of your efforts and
creative talents! While each house was distinctive
and unique, the prevailing sense of love and pride
that you each feel for your spaces, your holiday
traditions, and your fabulous collections were
clearly evidenced throughout the video, beautifully
filmed and highlighted to perfection. 
 
How lucky we are to live in such a wonderful place
where we have the privilege to create holiday
magic during what is a difficult time for so many.
We are grateful to have been able to share our joy,
our bounty, and our good fortune with others,
spreading the true holiday spirit of giving. Thank
you, thank you! Cheers and best wishes for a
wonderful 2021!
 Sue Ingram Keller

The Holiday Village & Market

What a fabulous event we had, after a last-minute
rescheduling from the previous day – the sun shone,
the sky was blue, and everything was right with the
world (apart from the coronavirus). We have
specialized in socially distancing events all year,
much to everyone’s delight, as there are so few
opportunities to get out and interact with others in a
safe environment. For the Holiday Village three
historic campus buildings were open for viewing:
Rabbits Ferry, the Burton Ingram House was
decorated for Christmas, and the Schoolhouse was
displaying the special dollhouses that were to
become raffle prizes.
Brittingham Farm brought us a couple of well-
behaved sheep dressed in the costume of the day to
tell us all about the heritage of their animals, while
LHS members, also in costume, added to the story of
how the wool is made and used.

The Gardening Volunteer group was proud to display
the products of their labors in Freddie’s Barn – there
were all kinds of decorations, festive cushions, and
ornaments, greenery to use for your own decorations,
and pinecone wreaths to jazz up with your own color
scheme. We sold very quickly and raised enough
money to install a new irrigation system into the
campus gardens so they will look fabulous again next
year!

EXHIBITION OPENING - Seventeen Men: Portraits of Black Civil War
Soldiers at the Lewes History Museum on Thursday, February 12, 6 - 9 p.m.

mailto:peterwkeeble@outlook.com
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Exhibition will be open from February
12, 2021 through February 26, 2022

‘Seventeen Men: Portraits of Black Civil War Soldiers’ will
celebrate the research and artwork of Michigan-based medical
illustrator and genealogist Shayne Davidson. Born of a surviving,
palm-size 1860s photo album documenting soldiers from the Mid-
Atlantic region who served Union Captain William A. Prickitt (now
in the collection of the National Museum of African American
History and Culture in Washington, D.C.), ‘Seventeen Men’ will
once again bring these nearly forgotten figures to almost life
scale proportions via Ms. Davidson’s hand.

READ MORE

Meet the Lewes Historical Society's newest Board members...

Lyn Snyder

As a member of the Board of Trustees,
Lyn intends to use her past financial
experience to help the Society achieve its
aim of financial sustainability with the
growth of the Endowment Fund. Lyn and
her husband moved to Lewes from
Bal�mor e approximately 6 years ago,
choosing Lewes because of its community
feel. “I feel strongly about giving back to
my community, and serving on the board
gives me the opportunity to do so” said
Lyn, who also envisages outreach to more
distant communi�es, ac�ng as an
ambassador for the Society to bring a
wider depth of awareness of the
educa�onal and socie tal benefits of our
programs and events.  

Stuart (Stu) Brahs

Stuart brings to the LHS Board a lifelong
interest in history and a long associa�on
with the world of non-profits, par�cularly
in the arts and humani�es. "He kno ws
how non-profits operate," said Board
Chair Libby Owen, "and I think that his
experience will be a terrific resource for
the Board." Brahs feels that many non-
profits appear to be focused primarily on
fundraising and social ac�vi�es. In
contrast he would like to keep the Society
solidly grounded in the community, and
accessible and meaningful to everyone.
Stuart feels strongly that with diversified
and local involvement in our programs
and ac�vi�es, the LHS c an reach its
goals.  

Darica Ward

Darica brings experience in human
resources, so�ware product
development and marke�ng t o the Lewes
Historical Society Board of Trustees. She
and her family became full-�me r esidents
of Lewes in 2016 and in the same year
purchased Deanna's, a woman's clothing
bou�que in do wntown Lewes. Three
years later she opened Henlopen Trading
Company, a women’s
outdoor clothing store, adding retail to
her list of exper�se! "Daric a brings such a
variety of a�ribut es to the Board of
Trustees. We are lucky to have her!"
stated chairperson, Libby Owen.

"The Crew in Great
Distress"
The cold snap that Lewes is
currently experiencing is
reminiscent of the winter weather
of February 1817, yet not nearly
as deadly.

On 7 February 1817, the
Schooner Union bound for New
York found itself off Lewes'
shores, with the crew in "Great

The Lewes History Museum will be reopening for the season
beginning on Friday, February 12th at 6:00 PM for the opening of our
latest exhibition, Seventeen Men: Portraits of Black Civil War
Soldiers. 

We will then be operating on our Winter Schedule, open Thursday-
Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

All of our safety measures that were put in place previously are still in
effect. Additionally, we will begin to use timed ticketing. We will have
openings for 3 groups (each with a max of 5 people) every
hour. Purchasing tickets in advance is highly encouraged with tickets
available online.  

https://www.historiclewes.org/programs/exhibitions.html
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Distress." All hands aboard
the Union were frostbitten and not
able to make the voyage to their
port of call. 

The hardy seafaring residents of
Lewes lent a hand, assisting the
disabled crew by manning
the Union and sailing her safely to
New York. 

The Delaware Bay would be
frozen for much of February, with
many more vessels falling prey to
its icy grasp, in addition to the
unfortunate hands aboard
the Union. 

We appreciate your working with us through this process and look
forward to seeing you at the museum. 

In Memoriam...

LHS Member and past Board of Trustee Member Carl Wisler passed in December 2020. Mr. Wisler was elected at the
2004 Annual Meeting, served through the end of his term in 2007, and was re-elected to a second term, leaving the
Board at the end of 2010.

During his tenure, he served as a member of the Strategic Planning Team, assisting in the publication of the Society’s
first 5-year plan in 2008. In his final year, he served as Chair of the Nominating Committee, building a slate of new
Trustees for that year’s election. He will be sadly missed by the community.

Our thanks to volunteer Judith English for her efforts in bringing the Lewestowne Express to the LHS
membership and the community!
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