
 

 

 

LESSON PLAN #7 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

There are close to three hundred documented shipwrecks off of the Delaware and New Jersey coast spanning three centuries. 

In 2004 during a dredging operation off the coast of Lewes The Roosevelt Inlet shipwreck was discovered. Underwater 

archaeologists determined the sunken ship was most likely a European commercial vessel that had run aground sometime late 

in the 18th century.  The vessel may have been a British merchant ship, delivering, “utilitarian-ware” (every-day household 

items) attempting to anchor when it ran aground on a sandbar. Thousands of artifacts were eventually collected on Lewes 

Beach. Occasionally, some artifacts still wash ashore.  

On many inland farms in the mid to late 18th century, family life and work life blended together. Large families were expected 

to live and work together in small multi-use spaces. The fireplace in a central room called a “hearth” was the center of activity. 

From about age fifteen on, children were considered full-fledged members of the family workforce. With sons and daughters 

laboring as part of the family, the farm’s output expanded, doubling and tripling the family’s production capacity. There was no 

running indoor water,  heat or air conditioning, as they had not yet been invented.  No indoor plumbing  yet existed inside the 

house.  If you had to use to use the “necessary”, you utilized an outdoor outhouse or as it was called in the past a “privy”. 
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To help you answer the research questions below, please watch this short YouTube video on the 13 Colonies: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vd0fMpAIs1s 

Research Questions: 
 What types of goods would a vessel from late 18th century be transporting to America? 

 What goods, crops, or items would the America Colonies have to offer Great Britain? 

 What was a common occupation in Delaware during the 18th century? 

 Why were the original American colonies all located in the eastern part of America near the shores of the Atlantic? 

 What document did the America Colonies issue to declare themselves an independent nation 

 How many colonies were established before the United States declared independence from Britain in 1776? 
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