
 

LESSON PLAN  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Over 300 years ago, on Sept. 14, 1716, in Boston, Massachusetts, the first lighthouse was built in this 
country. Many more would quickly be built along the shores of America.  More than 1,000 lighthouses 
were eventually built along the country’s coasts to welcome vessels to the safety of the States’ rapidly 
expanding shores. Even though many of these early lighthouses are no longer still standing, there is no 
doubt that the lighthouse played an important role in contributing to the nation’s economic success.  

The Cape Henlopen lighthouse was built in 1767 with money raised from a series of lotteries in 
Philadelphia. It was constructed in Lewes, on the north side of the Great Dune, to obtain additional height. In 
1897, the sand dune surrounding the tower, due to erosion, was reported to be steadily receding at a rate of 3 
to 5 feet a year. In 1905, several tons of brush were placed around the tower and oil house to prevent the 
foundations and brick walls from being weakened by the drifting away and constant erosion of the sand. 
Unfortunately, all measures to protect the tower failed and in April 1926, a storm undermined the lighthouse, 
causing it to fall into the sea. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Critical Thinking Questions: 

 What is the purpose of a lighthouse? 

 Why were lighthouses such an important part of the economic success of the United States? 

 The Overfalls lightship is docked in Lewes. Compare and contrast a lighthouse to a lightship. 

 When was the Cape Henlopen lighthouse built and is it still in use today? 

 Are there any more lighthouses in Delaware?  

 What technologies have replaced the basic function of the lighthouse? 

 

Did You Know? 
A replica of the Cape Henlopen Lighthouse was built in 2004 in the middle of the roundabout on Rehoboth 

Avenue. 
VOCABULARY:  
Erosion- The wearing away, destruction or loss of something. 
Receding- Disappearing, declining or withdrawing. 
Undermine- To weaken, damage or destabilize. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES : 

To learn more, please, watch this short History of Lighthouses 5-minute video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X7QigoSzhE 
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