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AGREEMENT FOR USE OF FACILITIES (Grounds) 
 

 

This agreement is made this ________ day of ___________________ , _________ by and between 

The Lewes Historical Society, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as the “SOCIETY”) and 

__________________________________________________________________________ (hereinafter 

referred to as the “USER”).

 

1. 

 

Premises  

 

The SOCIETY hereby agrees to make available to USER, for the exclusive use of USER, the 

grounds of The Lewes Historical Society located at 110 Shipcarpenter Street Lewes, Delaware at 

the time and date(s) and for the purpose(s) indicated. 

 

(a) On the date(s) of: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

(b) Between the hours of: ______________________________________________ & 10:00 PM 

 

(c) Type and purpose of event:  

 

1) Wedding ceremony 

2) Wedding ceremony & reception 

3) Reception; Describe:_________________________________________________________ 

4) Special Ceremony; Describe:__________________________________________________ 

5) Other ________________________ (The SOCIETY reserves the right to refuse an event for 

any reason.) Describe:________________________________________________________ 

 

(d) Number of Guests: _______________________  

(Only parties of 150 or fewer can be accommodated for receptions.)  
 

2.  

 

Catering 

 

Will you be utilizing a catering service? _________ 

 

Name of Caterer: _________________________________________________________ 

 (Please select a caterer from the recommended list, attached.) 
 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ( ________ ) _______________________________ 
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 3. 

 

Fees 

 

For such use of the facilities, USER agrees to pay the SOCIETY a fee in the amount of: 

 

Packages: 

 

A Special Time by the Sea 

 

  (1 –  50 guests)……………………...………………...……….…$300.00/per day 

  (51 – 100 guests)………………………………………..………..$500.00/per day 

  (100 – 150 guests)…………………………………………..……$600.00/per day 

  (150-200) guests)………….……………………………………..$800.00/per day 

 

Olde Lewestown Package 

 

The Burton-Ingram House and Rabbit’s Ferry House will be open and staffed for 

two (2) hours for photography. 

……………………………………………..…………Add an additional $200.00 

 

Rental of Grounds for Ceremonies Only 

 

………………………………………………..….……...…………………...$300.00 

 

 

 Package Chosen: ____________________________________ Cost: ________________ 

 

• Each hour after 10:00 PM will be charged $100.00 per hour, per day. 
• 30% of the total cost is tax deductible as a donation to the SOCIETY. 

 • Members of the SOCIETY in good standing receive a 10% discount on the Base Rental fee. 
 • A refundable security deposit of $200 is required and will be returned within two (2) weeks of 

the event stated herein and will cover loss or damage to parts or whole of the SOCIETY by USER 
or USER’s agents, guests or hired contractors (including but not limited to bands, DJs, florists, 
etc.) 

 

Anticipated number of guests must be committed to on the date of this application; increases in 

attendance will be billed accordingly.  Payment in full is required with the return of this contract 

for events within the next 30 days or less from the date of the contract. For events with dates 

more than 30 days from the date of the contract, a non-refundable deposit of 50% is required with 

the return of this contract to reserve / confirm the event date(s). In order to hold the date, the 50% 

deposit must be received within seven (7) days of the date of this agreement.  The balance of the 

total cost will be due in full thirty (30) business days prior to the event.   

 
All Checks Must Be Made Payable To: The Lewes Historical SOCIETY 
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4. 

 

Cancellation 

 

After thirty days from the signing of this contract and receipt of 50% deposit, the SOCIETY may 

terminate this Agreement only for good cause – i.e., catastrophic loss of the Historic Complex or a 

part thereof. Upon such termination, and absent any default by USER, all deposits shall be 

refunded to USER. 

 

5. 

 

Default 

 

If USER shall at any time be in default under the terms of this Agreement, the SOCIETY shall 

have the right to terminate this Agreement forthwith, and thereupon USER shall vacate the 

facilities immediately, and USER shall have no right to receive any refund of any deposits or fees 

hereunder. 

 

6. 

 

Catering Agreement 

 

Due to the unique nature of the site, the SOCIETY requires that you choose a caterer from the 

attached list.  USER hereby agrees that it will require third party that USER engages to provide 

catering or other similar services to enter into an Agreement with the SOCIETY regarding 

regulations covered in Section 8 at least sixty (60) days prior to the first date in Section 1.  USER 

will make direct arrangements with the caterer. 

 

This agreement requires that a third party caterer submit a refundable $250.00 security deposit in 

case of damage or loss to SOCIETY property or garbage or litter remaining from an event.  A 

caterer must be selected from the attached list of caterers. The deposit is due sixty days (60) prior 

to the event and will be refunded within two (2) weeks of the event provided no damage or 

excessive use has been noted in Society facilities.  

 

7. 

 

Museums Regulations 

 

Two of the SOCIETY’S historic house museums may be open for photography or bridal party 

dressing at the discretion of the SOCIETY if the Olde Lewestown Package is chosen from Section 

3 hereof.  The SOCIETY reserves the right to limit photograph location.  The SOCIETY shall 

provide a docent for each museum to open and to staff the museum during the two hours.  No 

photographs for commercial gain may be taken of SOCIETY museums, library or archival 

collections. 

 

Smoking, food and drink are prohibited in all of the SOCIETY’S houses.  Floral arrangements 

may be included with prior consent of Curator as to location within each house. 
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8. 

 

USER Regulations 

 

The following regulations shall apply to the USER’S use of the facilities: 

 

(a) All use of the facilities shall terminate no later than 10:00 PM on the date herein stated, and 

said facilities shall be vacated by all persons – including musicians, caterers and all guests – 

using the same hereunder at or before 11:00 PM on such event date. USER and the SOCIETY 

shall agree upon additional time, during the SOCIETY’S regular hours of operation, for USER 

to set-up, tear down and remove equipment (tents, stages, etc.). 

(b) USER shall have the use of the facilities for and only for the purposes stated herein. 

(c) USER specifically agrees not to fasten or attach (nail, tape,  screw, etc.) anything to any part 

of the facility and shall be responsible for any and all damage to the facility and to the 

SOCIETY’S personal property therein, or to the property of any third person which is on loan 

to the SOCIETY, and which, at the time of the term of this lease shall be used to furnish the 

premises, caused by the acts of USER or USER’S agents, servants, employees, patrons, 

licensees, invitees or guests, whether accidental or otherwise. The USER further agrees to 

leave the premises in the same condition as existed on the date that possession thereof 

commenced, which includes but is not limited to the removal of all trash generated by the 

event, removal of all furniture and equipment, beverages, food, utensils, etc.; SOCIETY 

collections are not to be handled in any way at any time.  

(d) (CATERER) The SOCIETY reserves the right to approve any caterer providing food and/or 

drink at the facilities. Liquor must be provided by the USER.  Consumption or carrying of 

food and beverages, and the playing of music shall be allowed only outside for outside 

events for the designated hours of the event. Smoking is not permitted in the interior areas of any 
building. 

(e) (INSURANCE, etc.) USER shall indemnify and hold the SOCIETY harmless from the agent 

any and all claims, damages, expenses, losses, suits, or causes of action (including reasonable 

attorneys’ fees) resulting from or arising in connection with USER’S use of the facilities, 

provided the SOCIETY promptly notified USER of such claims, damages, expenses, losses or 

suits and cooperates fully with the defense thereof. Any use of the facilities involving a 

danger or risk and determined by the SOCIETY in its sole discretion, shall be covered by 

liability and property damage insurance provided by USER, at USER’S sole cost and expense 

and endorsed for the benefit of the SOCIETY, with insurance companies acceptable to the 

SOCIETY. The bodily injury liability coverage shall be $1,000,000.00 per occurrence. The 

property damage liability shall be $1,000,000.00 per occurrence. USER will supply the 

SOCIETY with proper evidence that such insurance has been obtained at least seven (7) days 

prior to the first date set forth in Section 1 hereof. 

(f) (APPLICABLE LAWS & LICENSES, etc.) USER agrees to comply with any and all laws, 

statutes, ordinances, rules, orders, regulations and requirements of the federal, state, and 

local governments, and all of their departments or bureaus, applicable to USER’S use of the 

facilities, including without limitation, obtaining any necessary liquor licenses and the 

payment of all sales, use and entertainment taxes or fees. 

(g) USER is responsible for the safety and good order of all equipment and other property 

owned by the SOCIETY and/or being displayed at the SOCIETY’S premises, and is liable for 

said equipment and other property if it is lost, stolen, damaged, or misplaced by USER’S 

agents or the attendants at USER’S function whether or not invited. 
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(h) The SOCIETY reserves the right through its officers and its caretakers to eject any 

objectionable person or persons from any portion of said facilities, and upon the exercise of 

this authority, through its employees, officers or agents, the USER hereby waives any right or 

claim for damages against the SOCIETY or any of its employees, officers or agents. 

(i) The SOCIETY assumes no responsibility for equipment supplied by USER or another party. 

The SOCIETY reserves the right to approve all equipment used hereunder and the supplier 

of said equipment. 

(j) The SOCIETY reserves the right to review all copy and approve all forms of advertising or 

publicity in which the SOCIETY’S name is used. The parties agree that no partnership 

between them respecting any event or the use of the facility shall be implied in any way, and 

USER agrees to indemnify and hold the SOCIETY harmless from and against any claims to 

the contrary.  

(k) USER agrees that it shall not erect, post, place or affix any signs, advertisements, show bills, 

lithographs, posters or cards of any description on any portion of the facility.  If this covenant 

is in any way violated by USER, the SOCIETY retains the right to exercise its remedies under 

this lease and cause the tenancy to be terminated from date of said breach. 

(l) USER will remove all of USER’S property from the SOCIETY at the termination of USER’S 

use of the facilities.  

(m) USER shall comply with all rules and regulations that may be prescribed by the SOCIETY for 

the purpose of maintaining the safety, care, good order and cleanliness of the SOCIETY’S 

premises, equipment and property displayed thereon. 

(n) Those matters not herein expressly provided for shall be decided by the judgement of the 

SOCIETY and/or its representatives or agents such as the SOCIETY or person acting in such 

capacity or performing such duties and such decisions as shall be binding upon the USER. 

 

9. 

 

Assignment 

 

USER shall not assign this Agreement without prior written consent of the SOCIETY. 

 

10. 

 

Notices 

 

Any notices to the SOCIETY must be received in writing by the SOCIETY’S Executive Director.  

 

11. 

 

Miscellaneous  

 

This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement between the parties hereto and shall not be 

deemed to be modified except by written instrument signed by both parties. This Agreement 

shall be construed, interpreted and enforced according to the laws of the State of Delaware. The 

officer or representative of USER executing this Agreement certifies that he or she has been duly 

authorized to enter into this Agreement on behalf of USER and that neither the execution of and 

delivery of this Agreement, nor the performance or the terms and conditions hereof, will result in 
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a breach of any agreement to which USER is a party, or of any federal, state or local law, rule or 

regulation. 
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IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first 

above written. 

 

 

The Lewes Historical SOCIETY, Inc. 

110 Shipcarpenter Street 

Lewes, Delaware 19958 

Tel., 302-645-7670 

Fax, 302-645-2375 

 

events@historiclewes.org 

www.historiclewes.org 

 

 

Date ____________________    USER ______________________________ 

(Each page of this Agreement must be initialized by the USER to indicate each page has been 

read and the terms understood by USER.  Each initialized page or a facsimile thereof is to be 

returned to the SOCIETY.) 

 

Date ____________________    SOCIETY ______________________________ 

 

 

 

USER Contact Information 

 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please Print) 
 

Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City __________________________________ State _______________ Zip ________________ 

 

Home Phone ( ___________ ) __________________________________ 

 

Work Phone ( ___________ ) __________________________________ 

 

Email Address _______________________________________________ 

 

 


